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An unofficial publication 
RIVER CURRENTS is pub- 
lished under the direction of the 
Public Information Office. 

News, feature stories and 
photographs are solicited from 
all Coast Guard personnel. Mat- 
erial will be published on a space 
available, news significance 
basis and by-lines may be given, 
if requested. 

RIVER CURRENTS is pub- 
lished at the Second Coast Guard 
District Public Information Of- 
fice, 1520 Market St., St. Louis, 
Mo. 63103. 








EVEN THE VERY YOUNG are interested in the 
Coast Guard, as shown here during the static 
display of the HH3F next to the Wichita water 
Department. 


(Story inside) 





ATTENDING THE FIFTH COMMENCEMENT and 
graduation exercise at the National River 
Academy in Helena, Arkansas, were, left to right: 
James O. Gundlach, a member of the Board of 
Directors at the academy; Rear Admiral W. M. 
Benkert, Chief, Office of Marine Safety; Rear 
Admiral W. E. Caldwell, Commander, Second 
Coast Guard District; and John M. Donnelly, 
Chairman, Board of Directors at the academy. 











Editor’s Note: I would like to thank Mr. Don Hammer of 
the Tennessee Valley Authority, and Mr. Sam Venable, 
Outdoor Editor for the Knoxville News-Sentinel for their 
interest and contributing help in this article. 


Ospreys vs. USCG 


Seeing the Light 


by SA MICHAEL A. WALLER 


What do a pair of nesting ospreys and a 
navigational iight in the Tennessee Valley have 
in common? They are both occupying the same 
space. Or, at least they were during the nesting 
season. For a number of years now, a pair of 
these birds (also called fishhawks) have chosen 
that particular spot to raise their broods. The 
site was perfect for the expectant couple; a 
nesting platform 20 feet in the air, conveniently 
located over water, and close to their favorite 
source of food (fish). The Coast Guard, however, 
saw the matter a little differently. A naviga- 
tional light covered with seventy pounds of 
sticks is not much of an aid to navigation. Well, 
when the Coast Guard kept tearing down the 
nest, and the ospreys k=pt putting it back up, 
something had to be done. 

The Tennessee Valley Authority, a multi- 
faceted federal corporation, also involved in 


natural resource management, came to the 
birds’ rescue, and Don Hammer, a TVA 
biologist, met with Commander J.F. Otranto, 
then Chief, Aids to Navigation Branch. Com- 
mander Otranto agreed to leave the nest undis- 
turbed for the remainder of the nesting season. 
But, should it become necessary to relocate the 
nest, he would call upon the TVA. In return, the 
TVA promised to remove the nest after the 
season was over. 

All their efforts went for naught; two of the 
eggs disappeared mysteriously, Hammer 
thinks some adventurous egg-collector may 
have made off with them, and the remaining 
one never hatched, and was later found to be 
infertile. This could have been due to any 
number of reasons said Hammer, but was 
probably due to the fact that the parent birds 
had not fully matured.! 





When the nesting season ended, true to his 
word, Hammer had a crew of workmen remove 
the nest to where it will be stowed this winter; 
the agency’s Norris laboratory. Next Spring, 
the controversial nest will be placed on one of 
twenty platforms especially constructed for the 
ospreys. The TVA decided to go this route after 
it had seen a similar project on the Chesapeake 
Bay meet with some success. 

The osprey, like the bald eagle, is in danger of 
extinction due largely to hunting, encroaching 
civilization, and infertile eggs, the last, due to 
the ever-increasing use of pesticides and other 
chemicals. These agents have another effect on 
the osprey; they cause the shells of its eggs to 
break more easily, so that many a young osprey 
never leaves the egg. 

The osprey is roughly 2/3’s the size of the 
eagle, and feeds primarily on fish. It constructs 
a large bulky nest of sticks, and lays up to three 
ege’s. 

Don Hammer and the TVA haven’t given up 
hope in spite of the figures: four known ospreys 
in all of Tennessee, where, at the turn of the 
century “there were several hundred nesting 
pairs ...”2 They hope the platforms they have 
built will catch the eyes of the migrating os- 
preys, and they will raise their young there. 
That way, the ospreys, the Tennessee Valley 
Autority, and the United States Coast Guard, 
would all be happy. 


PRIUS NERO SO 
Credits: 
“Ospreys Given Rural Renewal’ — Sam 
Nenable; August 26, 1976 Knoxville News- 
Sentinel 


“Last Stand For the Regal Osprey?” — Sam 
Venable; August 22, 1976, Quoted from Don 
Hammer from Knowville News-Sentinel 














ONLY ONE OF TWO active this past 
season in the Tennessee Valley, the osprey nest 
towers some twenty feet above the water. (Photo 
courtesy Knoxville News Sentinel.) 


Exactly how much our pay is worth, how it 
compares with civilian pay and how we com- 
pare are hard to figure with our system of 
allowances, intangible benefits, tax advantage, 
etc. One scheme called Regular Military Com- 
pensation (RMC) takes a stab at it by adding 
base pay, BAS and BAQ, plus a sum that varies 
by pay grade and family size to account for the 
tax advantage of tax-free BAS and BAQ. This 
RMC is often used by various government 
agencies and Congress to describe the value of 
military pay. 
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Within RMC, even our allowances are not as 
straightforward as they might seem. For 
example, most people think that BAQ ought to 
cover the costs of quarters for typical family 
housing in the civilian community. If your BAQ 
always seems too little, you’re probably right 
and for a reason you might not fully realize. 
Except for our last pay raise in October 1975 
(and the upcoming October 1976 raise), most 
pay increases during the past 15 years have all 
gone into base pay and nothing into BAS and 
BAQ allowances. You may remember that for 
these raises military pay was increased a 
percent or two more than civilian pay. This 
additional amount was included to reflect the 
lost tax advantage (since tax-free BAS and 
BAQ were not increased) and brought our total 
compensation (RMC) up to the same total 
increase that the civilians were granted. In 
effect, a part of our allowances were “hidden” in 
our base pay, a situation that helped increase 
the size of our retired pay check but didn’t give 
us a very good idea of what we should be paying 
for quarters or subsistence. 

In the case of quarters, the military services 
have developed values that indicate about how 
much you should be spending for quarters. 
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These values are called Maximum Allowable 
Housing Costs (MAHC) and are used most 
frequently in connection with the leased hous- 
ing program. MAHC takes the “hidden” BAQ 
and total compensation (RMC) into account and 
shows the amount that a member should 
expect to pay each month to receive adequate 
quarters (including utilities) for himself and his 
family. (MAHC applies only to members with 
dependents. The amounts for single people 
would be correspondingly less but still about 
20-25% of your RMC). The current MAHCs are: 


GRADE MAHC GRADE MAHC 
0-5 $556 E-9 $395 
0-4 480 E-8 335 
0-3 401 E-7 293 
0-2 322 E-6 252 
0-1 243 E-5 213 

W-4 458 E-4 183 
W-3 382 E-3 166 
W-2 312 E-2 158 
W-1 279 E-1 147 


These are typical values for the mythical 
average serviceman. Of course, everyone’s own 
situation is unique and dependent on many 
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variables such as geographic location, family 
size, preference in housing style and quality, 
etc. So the amount you spend may well vary 
from the amounts shown in the table for good 
reason. The tables, though, are more accurate 
in indicating your “real” BAQ than the amount 
listed on your pay record and in housing, at 
least, you may be in better shape than you 
thought. 





Incidently, the military services and Con- 
gress are seriously considering the possibility of 
including more and more of our next few pay 
raises in BAS and BAQ to eventually get them 
back to more realistic levels. Until this process 
is complete, the MAHC table, is the more 
accurate indicator of just how much of our total 
pay should be available for our housing costs. 


Gulf Strike Team 


in 


St. Louis 


The Gulf Strike Team and Marine Safety 
Office St. Louis held a demonstration of 
pollution clean-up techniques on September 
24th. 

The demonstration of vooms, skimmers, 
pumps and other equipment was given for the 
benefit of the St. Louis area oil industry 
co-operative. A group of marine science stu- 
dents also attended. 

The Gulf Strike Team is visiting various 
Marine Safety Offices throughout the district 
to familiarize local oil industry representatives 
with the techniques of pollution clean-up and oil 
recovery. 





MEMBERS OF THE GULF Strike Team dem- 
onstrate proper handling of pollution clean-up 
equipment, in this case a boom, deployed to 
corral the foam used in the demonstration. 











SANDRA JEAN GRADY TAKES the oath from her 
father, Lieutenant Colonel Harold E. Grady, 
Inspector General of the Army TROSCOM. 


Army Col. swears in Daughter 


A father swearing in his son or daughter, or a 
brother swearing in his sister, are not unusual 
occurrences in the Coast Guard. But when an 
Army officer swears his daughter in, that, 
again, is something different. Such was the case 
when Sandra Jean Grady, of 1276 Dautel Ln., 
Creve Coeur, Missouri, was sworn in by her 
father, Lieutenant Colonel Harold E. Grady, 
Inspector-General of the Army’s Troop Support 
Command (TROSCOM) in St. Louis. 

Long active in school and community affairs, 
Ms. Grady has also been a secretary, a 
coordinator and counselor for Campfire Girls 
Inc., and a judo instructor. She holds a First 
Degree Brown Belt (Ikkyu) in judo, and was the 
1973 Regional Champion in Barcelona, Spain, 
and the 1974 Missouri Valley Champion. 

Ms. Grady will enter the Coast Guard 
Reserve as a Yeoman Third Class, under the 
RX — Direct Petty Officer Program. 















CG Museum Opens 


by Mark Kennedy 


Dust off the compass. Shake out the canvas. 
Take a bearing on Seattle and weigh anchor. 
Set sail for the new Coast Guard Museum of the 
Northwest. 

The Museum, the first of its kind in the Pacific 
Northwest, ceremoniously opened on the 186th 
anniversary of the Coast Guard, August 4th, 
1976. Incorporated as a non-profit educational 
organization, independent of any Federal or 
State agency, the Museum will collect, preserve 
and exhibit artifacts illustrating the develop- 
ment of the Coast Guard from a trilogy of 
historic services: the Lighthouse Service, the 
Life Saving Service and the Revenue Cutter 
Service. An exhibition of the modern Coast 
Guard and its missions in the Pacific Northwest 
is also on display. 

Specifically, the new Museum will trace the 
development and progression of exploration in 
the Northern Pacific and Alaskan waters by 
notable ships, such as the oldest and the newest 





icebreakers to ply Arctic ice, the Revenue 
Cutter Bear, and the Coast Guard Cutter Polar 
Star. Models of both ships are currently on 
display. 

The Bear was the first vessel acquired either 
by the Coast Guard or its forerunner, the 
Revenue Cutter Service, especially designed for 
icebreaking and navigating through ocean ice. 
Sturdily built with hardened wood in 1874, her 
early days as a Newfoundland sealer were 
abruptly ended when the Bear was purchased 
by the United States in 1884 to take part in the 
dramatic rescue of the ill-fated Greeley polar 
expedition. For the next 39 years as a member 
of the Revenue Cutter Service, her missions 
included every conceivable kind of rescue: 
assisting trapped whalers, and rescuing 
stranded arctic expeditions. Decommissioned 
in 1929, the Bear served under a variety of 
skippers’ hands: from the unseasoned trem- 
bling fingers of Sea Scouts, to the calloused, 
steady grip of Admiral Byrd in his pursuit of the 
South Pole. Her colorful voyages ended with a 
storm at sea, not unlike the ones on which she 
nurtured. 

Her modern counterpart, the Polar Star, is 
the first United States icebreaker built in over 
twenty years, and is the prototype of a 
revolutionary design in icebreakers. She is, at 





399 feet, the largest icebreaker ever built in the 
United States and the most powerful fossil- 
fueled one in the world. As a prototype, the 
Polar Star’s icebreaking capabilities have yet to 
be fully tested in the ice, but she shows all the 
breeding of a true champion. 

Visitors to the Museum can see a 1300 pound, 
six foot tall beacon formerly used in the New 
Gungeness Lighthouse. The beacon is classed 
as a “Fourth Order Fresnel Lens”. “Fourth 
Order” refers to its size; Fresnel Lenses are 
classed First Order through Sixth Order, the 
larger the number the smaller the lens. Fresnel 
is the name of the French engineer who 
designed this type of lens. The four panels of cut 
glass prisms collect and concentrate the light 
generated from within the lens and direct it 
along a useful horizontal beam. 


The particular lens on display, manufactured 
in France by Barbeur and Bernard in 1897, was 
installed inthe New Dungeness Light in 1927 to 
replace an oil-fired light. The lens’ 700,000 
candlepower beaccn of safety warned many a 
seafarer off the treacherous low-lying sand-spit 
of New Dungeness which juts out into the 
Strait of Juan de Fuca. 

No longer a beacon of safety, this Fresnel 
Lens serves as a beacon of knowledge, il- 
luminating other exhibits on display at the 
Museum. 

There is a largely pictorial representation, 
honoring the heroic efforts of the various 
“Sand-pounders”, the United States Life Sav- 
ing Service, at stations that dotted the 
Washington and Oregon coast, such as 
Umatilla and Coos Bay. Also on display are 
both an early history of Port Angeles Air 
Station and the World War II Beach Patrol, as 
well as various artifacts and models from ships 
and boats that sailed the waters of the Pacific 
Northwest. 

To draw attention to the Puget Sound Vessel 
Traffice Service, located across the way from 
the Museum, a radar repeater linked to the 
VTS Control Room monitoring ship traffic in 
the Sound, allows the public to view the same 
panorama the Radarmen see on the sets in 
front of them. This repeater forms the focal 
point of the exhibit extolling the Service’s 
laudable contribution to the Puget Sound 
maritime community. 

Located at the Coast Guard Support Center, 
at Pier 36, on Alaskan Way, the Museum will be 
available to schools, community and church 
groups, special interest clubs, ete., for the 
purpose of holding meetings and special pro- 





. when I told you to ‘turn over the 
engine’ I had something else in mind . . . 





grams to further its intent of serving the 
surrounding community. Information as to 
possible scheduling dates can be obtained by 
calling the Museum directly at 206-442-5019, or 
the Support Center at 206-442-4411. 

Memberships in the Museum are available at 
$10 dues annually for individuals and families, 
and $100 for corporations. In addition, Lifetime 
Memberships are bestowed for donations from 
individuals of $100 or more. 

The Museum is open to the public free of 
charge, from 1-4 on Wednesdays, and 1-5 on 
weekends and Holidays. 








CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER B. A. Kincaid pre- 
sents Chief Machinists Mate R. E. Lichtenberg 
with a retirement plaque at ceremonies held 
aboard the CGC SYCAMORE recently. Chief 
Lichtenberg wasn't the only one in his family to 
be honored. Daughter, Linda, was runner-up in 
the State of Mississippi Beauty Pageant. She was 
selected as most photogenic. Congratulations to 
them both! 





Official News 


Extra cash for New Idea 


A worthwhile suggestion or idea can mean 
cash and recognition for its originator, says 
Lieutenant Commander Robert J. Philpott, 


Executive Secretary for the District Incentive 
Awards program. The Awards Program con- 
sists of two parts; the civilian Special Achieve- 
ment Award, for outstanding service, and the 
Suggestion Program. The Suggestion Program 
is open to both military and civilian personnel, 
and applies to any suggestion that contributes 
to efficiency; cutting time, cost, promoting 
safety, ete. 

“If people see a problem... all they have todo 
is pick up a form and fill it out. If we can use it, if 
it’s worthwhile, they can actually receive a cash 
award,” said Philpott, pointing out that $635.00 
was awarded last quarter alone. 

So if you have an idea about how to make 
your job easier, or you think you may have a 
better or faster way of doing it, the District 
wants to know. Who knows? You may find 
yourself with a little extra spending money this 
Christmas. 

Anyone having any questions should contact 
Lieutenant Commander Philpott, Chief, Dis- 
trict Communications Branch, (FTS) 279-4608. 


NHTSA for Everyone 


The Chief of the Consumer Services Division, 
Dept. of Transportation, reminds us that the 
Auto Safety Hotline is now a national facility, 
serving every state but Alaska and Hawaii. 
During regular business hours (8:30 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m., EST) five trained operators are on-line to 
receive and expedite calls. During all other 
hours automatic message-receiving equipment 
records the names and numbers of those 
requesting call-back service. 

The Hotline serves four major purposes: 

1) Purchasers or owners of vehicles may 
verify, on-line, the safety/recall-campaign his- 
tory of their vehicles. Callers will receive, by 
return mail, postal forms with which to apply 
for manufacturer’s defect repairs for any of the 
caller’s vehicles which still contain unremedied 
safety defects. 


2) Owner experience, with regard to safety- 
related vehicle failures and potential defects, is 
vital to the investigatory and regulatory 
responsibilities of NHTSA headquarters in 


Washington, D.C. 

All owner-reported vehicle problems are 
shared with the appropriate manufacturer as 
part of our effort to obtain every consumer aid 
within our authority. Reports which are safety- 
related are additionally relayed immediately to 
our investigative, enforcement, and/or legal 
divisions for appropriate follow-up and action. 

NOTE: NHTSA’s legal jurisdiction lies in 
safety. While every possible aid will be 
given in the resolution of owner/vehicle 
problems, we have no authority in non- 
safety matters, in disputes over warranties 
or sales and service, nor in problems arising 
out of terms of sale, contracts, or financing. 


3) The Hotline’s staff is equipped with the 
entire range of HHTSA’s consumer educational 
material, equipment fact sheets, copies of 
vehicle performance standards, investigatory 
reports, etc. The facility thus provides a fast, 
free highway safety reference service for all 
interested citizens. 


4) For vehicle and highway safety problems 
outside NHTSA’s jurisdiction, the Hotline is 
equipped to furnish prompt referral service to 
the correct agency or proper source of con- 
sumer help. Such referrals may often bring 
consumers to your office for help. 

Correspondingly, NHTSA welcomes your 
referral of consumers whose needs or problems 
lie in the areas where you believe the Hotline 
can be of aid. 

The number to call is toll free 800-424-9393. 


CHAMPUS ODC’s 


October 1 marks the start of a new year for 
CHAMPUS outpatient deductible certificates. 

Defense Department officials remind ben- 
eficiaries of the Civilian Health and Medical 
Program of the Uniformed Services — CHAM- 
PUS — that deductible certificates issued for 
FY 1976 (July 1, 1975 — September 30, 1976) will 
not be valid after September 30. 

The outpatient deductible is the initial 
amount a beneficiary must pay each fiscal year 
before CHAMPUS assistance is available for 
outpatient expenses. (Cont. 


following page) 








THE ARKANSAS RIVER WASN'T the only 
demonstration by the copter. She also gave an 
excellent performance at McConnell Air Force 


Base. 











CG Copter visits Wichita 


Once again a Coast Guard helicopter from 
New Orleans came to Wichita. The event was 
the annual Wichitennial River Festival, held on 
Saturday, May 15. The crew was made up of the 
pilot, LtJG Thomas G. Butler, the co-pilot, Ens 
John B. Whiddon, AE2 Carl Ulm, AD3 Barry 
Williams, and ASM3 Gary Busby. This year’s 
activities included a static display of the 
helicopter next to the Wichita Water Depart- 
ment to help Wichitans to get a better view of 
the Coast Guard. The weather was a major 
factor during both days of activity, with 
record-setting cold temperatures, rain, and 
high winds. But for the folks that came, the visit 
was well worth the effort. As a Wichita 
policeman who visited the static display re- 
marked, “We have a helicopter of our own, but 
nothing like this.” 

At 2:30 that afternoon, the giant craft lifted 
into the air while the crowd looked on from a 
safe distance. It’s mission: Search and Rescue. 
The HH-3F set down on the Little Arkansas 
River and dropped one of it’s crewmen, AD3 
Barry Williams, into the water, and took off. 
The helicopter then came around again and 
rescued the simulated victim, to the delight of 
the crowds gathered at the banks. 





Sunday, the center of activities moved to 
McConnell Air Force Base, for the Military 
Bicentennial Commemoration, and air shows 
and displays representing different branches of 
service. At 2:00 the Coast Guard demonstrated 
a simulated SAR mission in front of the review 
stand, which was composed of many civilian 
and military dignitaries. In all, the two days 
activities once again gave Kansans a first-hand 
look at their Coast Guard in action — thanks to 
the expertise of the crew of HH-3F 1481. 





THE COAST GUARD HELICOPTER looked big, 
but. . . next to the Air Force’s C5-A, it lost some of 
its awesomeness. 





For an individual, the deductible is the first 
$50 of authorized outpatient charges in a fiscal 


year. A family group of two or more is not re- 
quired to pay collectively more than the first 
$100 of authorized outpatient charges in a fiscal 
year. 

To obtain a deductible certificate, a ben- 


eficiary should accumulate itemized bills or 
receipts for outpatient services during a fiscal 
year until they total $50 or more for one patient 


or $100 or more collectively for a family. Then, 
the bills or receipts should be sent, along with 
one claim form per patient, to the organization 


that processes outpatient claims for the geo- 
graphic area where the beneficiary normally 
receives care. 

eee 


| i BALL 






AS 
ne OG 


ae 






4: 
4 


Ny 
ce 
pee Pac an 


oe 


ap fF oo ioe 
a Ps 
4 mn 
coam = . / Fy ¢ . 
e Vere: 
% Wee sc 
cv ba 


F ™! 
B= 


_ 


by LT(JG) D. M. Loerze! 


Once again the football enthusuasts are on 
the move. High interest, motivation, and active 
participation has produced a team that is out to 
win and to have some fun. The team consists of 
a conglomeration of members representing 
every division in the Second District Office. 
They also represent a united effort with the 
determination to win; sacrificing Saturday 
mornings for practice, and Tuesday nights for 
games. The opener, a closely fought, one point 
loss, was followed by a highly motivated 14-6 
triumph. This year’s team plays in the St. Louis 
municipal flag football league, and has a nine 
game schedule. 


Update- 
At present the team has a 2-3 record. 





VTU KANSAS CITY COMMISSIONED 

A new Coast Guard Volunteer Training Unit 
was recently commissioned in Kansas City, Mo. 
The new VTU joins others in St. Louis, St. Paul, 
Denver, Columbus, and Louisville. A VTU is a 
group of reserve officers who drill and augment 
regular units on a non-pay basis. Their primary 
mission is to train in the skills they would need 
in the event of mobilization or disaster service. 
Recruiting programs for the Coast Guard 
Academy as well as the regular Coast Guard 
and the Coast Guard Reserve will be conducted 
by the unit. The augmentation also benefits 
CGRU LEAVENWORTH and CGRU KAN- 
SAS CITY. 

The commissioning ceremony was held in the 
board room of the DOT Secretarial Representa- 
tive in Kansas City on May 26. Rear Admiral 
Russell R. Weasche Jr. USCG (Ret.), former 
Commander, Second Coast Guard District was 
present for the ceremony. Admiral Waesche is 
now the DOT Secretarial in Kansas City. Cap- 
tain William B. Korth isthe commanding officer 
of the VTU. Commander John S. Saper is the 
executive officer. At the present time, nine of- 
ficers are assigned to VTU Kansas City. 





BM2 CRAIG D. LEWIS re-enlisted for four more 
years at MSO Huntington, WV. Shown swearing 
him in is LCDR David Zawadzki, Executive 
Officer of that unit. 


(Petty Officer Lewis recently 
was promoted to First Class, 
and assigned to the District 
Office as Human Relations 
Counselor.) 








Pride of the river- 


‘Big Mamma” remembered 


The only steamboat to be honorably retired 
while still in active service, the Sprague was 
known as “Big Mamma” for most of her 46 
years. She was formerly owned by the Esso, 
Standard Oil Company, and was built in 1902 at 
the Dubuque Iowa Iron Works. The Sprague 
was then towed through the Keokuk locks to St. 
Louis where her giant wheel was attached. It 
was too big to get through the locks. Her first 
wheel was 40 feet high and 40 feet long; it was 
finally reduced in size 2 feet because it was too 
powerful. It has remained that size, 38 feet by 
40 feet, ever since. It is interesting to note that 
the shaft of the wheel weighs 40 tons. 

She was originally built for the coal trade and 
ner banner trip was in 1904 when she moved 56 
coal boats and 4 barges; 6% acres of barges, 
67,307 tons of coal. This was the greatest single THE TOWBOAT SPRAGUE AS she appeared in 


movement in marine history, equivalent to the this 1902 postcard. (Courtesy Waterways Jour- 
weight of 900 blue whales! nal) 


Her length is 317 feet including sternwheel. 
Her beam, 61 feet; 1500 tons burden; her 
engines developing 2600 horsepower. Her steer- 
ing wheel is 14 feet in diameter, and can only be 

noved by a special steering mechanism. Her 











| Am Joe’s Fleet Home Town... 


whistle was the largest on the river, weighing 
over 1,000 pounds. 

In 1926, when Esso Standard took her over, 
she moved 11 million gallons of oil in one 
gigantic tow, and has, in the 22 years since that 
time chalked up over a inillion miles of river 
travel in the oil trade alone. 

Her last captain was Eugene Hampton and 
her last engineer was George F’. Shearer. 


Her active life over, Big Mamma lies peace- 
fully at the foot of the bluffs of Vicksburg, the 
last of the great towboats, the biggest memento 
of the age that has just passed, the age of 
Sternwheel Steamboats — the most romantic 
and adventurous age of river travel. 
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ED PROCTOR, AVIATION STRUCTURAL 
MECHANIC First Class, was recently re-elected 
president of the Fleet Reserve Association, 
Branch 86, Millington, Tennessee. Pictured with 
Proctor, (left) are Rear Admiral L.W. Zech, Chief 
of Naval Technical Training, Millington, (center) 
and Mary Waits, newly elected President of 
Ladies Auxiliary Unit 86. 
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I am Joe’s Fleet Home Town News Center. I 
go everywhere. I tell everything. I am indis- 
pensable. 

Joe is the United States Coast Guard. 

I’m important to Joe. If it wasn’t for me, you 
wouldn’t know him. If you didn’t know him, 
chances are no one else would. 

If no one knew Joe, he would be in trouble. He 
wouldn’t have any friends to go to for help. He 
wouldn’t get paid. He would be out in the cold. 

Sometimes Joe doesn’t realize this. I mean, 
he’s busy. He has eight missions. ..each one as 
important as the next. 

Joe’s men are his hands. He takes those 
hands and accomplishes tasks thought impos- 
sible by lesser men. 

Those hands are important to Joe. But I 
might say, they are more important to the 
others back home. You probably have a vague 
mind-picture of my appearance ... a cluttered 
office that would give an organized man a 
nightmare. But you have no idea what I do. 
Follow me! 

Let’s start at one of Joe’s triceps, the CGC 
HEMP, a 65 foot WLR working the headwaters 
of the Colorado River. Let’s say our tricep is 
busy. A runaway barge from the towboat 
PEPPERMINT PATTY is bearing down on a 
houseboat that is dead in the water. The HEMP 
receives this message while she is on a routine 
ATON patrol, and (speeds?) to the scene, 
overhauling the runaway barge and diverting 
it only yards away from the helpless houseboat. 

When the HEMP returns to her homeport in 
Sticks, Colorado, the local TV station is on hand 
for the interview, and the Sticks Daily News 
runs a picture. Otherwise the act goes un- 
noticed. The HEMP has accomplished a deed of 
valor. She deserves recognition. 

That’s where I go to work. Living Joe’s motto, 
Semper Paratus, my team is ready. The 
HEMP’s Officer in Charge, who doubles as 
Public Affairs Officer, (called PAO, among other 
things) is BMC Cottonmouth. His clerical 
assistant is YN3 Seymour Action. Together 
they stringly encourage each man aboard the 
HEMP to fill out one of my forms (NAVSO 
5724/1—revised 10/75). They mail these as soon 


as possible along with a letter of transmittal to 
my Director (Fleet Home Town News Center, 
Bldg. X-18, Naval Station, Norfolk, Virginia 
23511). 

One of my clerical assistants at Norfolk clears 
the wire and rushes the story to the nearest 
typewriter. I am at work. 

Soon every hometown of every Coast 
Guardsman aboard the HEMP will be reading 
about the deed. They will be proud of SN I.M. 
Gungho back home, and Joe will be the hero on 
the front page of the Hometown Gazette. 

The preceding story is true, only the names 
have been changed to show how simple it is to 
use the Fleet Home Town News Center. 

Let’s face it, if we don’t toot our own horn, it’s 
a cinch nobody will. 

Everyone has a home town, and to the people 
in your hometown, you’re special. You might be 
mess-cooking or scraping buoys on a ship, but 
back home when your name comes up, you’re 
the Captain. [t’s human nature. 

The Second District Public Affairs Office is 
now initiating an intensive attack on this 
hometown market. Hopefully, for you in the 
field it will be as painless as the praise you’ll 
receive when you go home on leave. 

This program can be used for promotions, 
letters of appreciation or commendation com- 
munity involvement, etc. I realize this wi!l take 
a little time and effort, but tell me. Aren’t the 
people back home worth it? 








God is the God of song and 
nature. We can be refreshed by 
the seacoast and the wilder- 
ness, by the mountain and the 
thundercloud. 

We can feel his presence as 
we feel the wind-and rain and 
sun. 

Thank God for life, for God’s 
love, for the joy of song! 

The Prophet Zephaniah tells 
of joy and singing in Chapter 
Three, Verse 17. It’s in The 
Bible, and that’s 


“WHERE IT'S AT" 

















Former CPOs Honored 


Two former Chiefs received the Distin- 
guished Legionaire Award, from their respec- 
tive posts, recently. They are Kenneth Maness 
of St. Louis, and George C. “Chief” Garret of 
Blue Springs, Missouri. Maness is a member of 
Lester C. Schlueter Memorial Post 341, and has 
been active in Legion affairs since he joined in 
1946. Garret was instrumental in forming 
Stanley-Pack Post 499, of which he is a member 
today. 

Maness has served his country in the Army, 
the Coast Guard, and the Coast Guard Ready 
Reserve. He served a total of 27 years, retiring 
with the rank of Chief in 1967. 

Garret served in the Coast Guard from 
January 29, 1942, to September 15, 1945, when 
he was discharged with the rank of Chief. 











BMC DARWIN L. RENNEWANZ received a 
Certificate of Retirement from CDR R. Barry 
Eldridge, MSO Louisville, KY. 
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NAME 

YNC J.F. HARTLE 
DC3 D. CASALE 

DC3 P.D. McGILL 
SNET J.S. PRATHER 
BM1 J.A. McCKIMMEY 
MK3 W.E. OSBORNE 
MK3 K.L. ZUBER 
BM2 R. NINK 

BM2 J.M. PETERSOHN 
FN H.E. KINCH 

YN3 R.E. CAIN 

MK2 R. LIBERTINO 
MK2 V.S. GORE III 
FNMK EJ. BEZA 
BM2 A.N. BOOTH 
BM2 M.W. GIBBS 
BM2 K.A. RICHTER 
SA M.A. JOHNSON 
SA L.C. CLINE 

SN M.S. GERVAIS 
DC3 8.C. CALHOUN 
GM2 W.J. CARPENTER 
MKCS D.L. SELF 
MK3 NJ. EVANS 


MK3 K.D. LEWIS 


HM2 RJ. BROCKELY 
HM2 L.F. TYLER 
BM3 C.A. NAPIER 
BM2 D.L. GUINN 
BM2 G. HARRIS 
BM1 B.A. COYLE 
BM1 V.L. ELAMON 
BM1 W.B. HOBBS 

SA G. STOCKLEY 

SN R.B. PACHECO 
YN1 D.S. WAITKOSS 
YN3 B.A. MCEWEN 
SK2 C.E. MARSHALL 
SK2 S.K. WELLS 
MK1 F.L. MiLLER 
MK1 D.S. WHITEHOUSE 
DC3 L.M. DESCANT 
BM1 G.V. REID 

SN J.W. HAMPTON 
YN3 S. ARELLANO 
HM2 J.N. STEVENS 
HM3 D.R. PEARSON 
HM3 W.P. TONEY 
YN3 S. ARELLANO 


Orders. 


FROM 

SUPRETCEN NEW YORK 
DC/A SCHOOL 

DC/A SCHOOL 

CG TRACEN/NY 
LANTAREA 

CGC OSAGE 

STA PORT O’CONNOR 
DEPOT E. CHATANOOGA 
STA FIRE ISLAND 
CCGD14 

MSO PADUCAH 

STA CHINCOTEAGUE 
DEPOT SEWICKLEY 
RESTRACEN YORKTOWN 
STA BRANT POINT 

CGC FOXGLOVE 

MSO ST LOUIS 

CCGD17 

CCGD14 

CCGD17 

CG AIRSTA ANNETTE 
CGC COMANCHE 

CGC BASSWOOD 
RESTRACEN YORKTOWN 


RESTRACEN YORKTOWN 


O’CCGD2 

O’CCGD2 

ANFAC MEMPHIS 

STA FT PIERCE 

MSO PITTSBURGH 

MSO JACKSONVILLE 
MSO CINCINNATI 

CGC INGHAM 

CCGD14 

CCGD14 

CG INSTITUTE 
CCGDTWO 
GRUMISSOURIRIV 

CGC MACKINAW 

CGC OUCHITA 
COSARFAC SAN DIEGO 
BASE NEW ORLEANS ONE 
CRUITOFF CINCINNATI 
CCGD14 


CCGDTWO 

CCGDTWO 
GRUTENNRIVER 
AVTRACEN MOBILE 
CCGDTWO 





TO 

BASE ST. LOUIS 

CG ANFAC—VICKSBURG 
CGC OBION 

LORSTA DANA 

CGC INGHAM 

STA PORT O’CONNOR 
CGC OSAGE 

CGC OUCHITA 

CGC FOXGLOVE 

CCGD2 

CGC CHASE 

DEPOT SEWICKLEY 
STA CHINCOTEAGUE 
ANFAC VICKSBURG 
ANFAC GREENVILLE 
MSO ST LOUIS 

CGC VIGILANT 

CCGD2 

CCGD2 

CCGD2 

CGC CHEYENNE 

MSO HUNTINGTON 
GRULOWERMISS 
BOSTEAM TWO FASDU 
BOSDET FT SMITH, AK 
BOSDET TWO FASDU 
BOSDET HASTINGS, MN 
CG YARD 

CG SUPTCEN KODIAK 
STA TAYLORS ISLAND 
ANFAC MEMPHIS 

MSO CINCINNATI 

MSO MEMPHIS 

CGC MADRONA 

MSO PITTSBURGH 
CCGD2 

CCGD2 

CCGDTWO 

CGC IRONWOOD 
SUPRTCEN KODIAK 
GRUMISSOURIRIV 
STA PORT CANAVERAL 
CGC GASCONADE 

CGC FOXGLOVE 

BASE SAN JUAN 
CCGD2 

SUPRTCEN NW YRK 
LORSTA SAN SALV. 
AVTRACEN MOBILE 
GRUTENNRIVER 
SUPRTCEN NY 














Ww } 
\ s, 
\ 3 
“ 
| ¢ f 
‘ ° $ 
\ fi’, rd ~ 
“> | J 
o.\ a RY we gene 2! 
NSIS 
ay, 
a v 
Bd 
> 


(\ geéerne QuR 


(aS WAY INTO Jot | 5 
- OEY OCT _3B/st/ mya JS f 


ri \y 
wil al 





ay y - 


me “SS wis 
tRIGK- TREAT GANG: 


(WATCH YOUR DR\VING/) 





“Npewreremee ecm ereen. ceteteres oS 











